
   
Living History Event: 1775 British Garrison  

February 16, 2019  
  

  

10:00 am Fort Ticonderoga Opens to Visitors  

  

10:15 am Key to the Continent Tour: A Captain’s Guard (Begins at Large American Flag) 

Between the battles of the French & Indian War and the beginning of the American Revolution, 

there was a peacetime at Ticonderoga. From destruction to construction and disrepair, discover 

how French Fort Carillon became Fort Ticonderoga. Plot the political and military developments 

that turned Fort Ticonderoga from a protector of New Englanders into their target.  

  

11:00 am Musket Demonstration (Demonstration Area)  

Meet a soldier of the 26th Foot in 1775 and learn about his musket and bayonet. Go beyond 

loading and firing to gain insights on what traditions remained and what tactical innovations were 

normal on the eve of the Revolutionary War.  
  

11:30 am “Those marked O are Old” Men of the 26th Foot at Ticonderoga (Mars Education 

Center Great Room)  

Join Vice President of Operations, Stuart Lilie, to understand the 26th Foot’s service in America 

and how this regiment formed a guard for Ticonderoga. Explore the atrophy of peacetime service 

and efforts of prepare Ticonderoga for war again in 1775.  
  

12:30 pm Tunes of Ticonderoga (Mars Education Center Great Room)   

Meet the drummers and fifers of the 26th Regiment of Foot. Hear the martial music that regulated 

military life in peacetime and war, played around the world by the British Army.   

  

1:15 pm Key to the Continent Tour: A Captain’s Guard (Begins at Large American Flag) See 

10:15 am description.   

  

2:00 pm Cannon Demonstration (Demonstration Area)  

The British guard at Fort Ticonderoga wasn’t just soldiers, four artillerymen maintained the guns 
of Ticonderoga, a legacy of the great campaigns of the French & Indian War. Discover the role of 

these artillerymen set to the roar of the guns they cared for.  
  

2:30 pm Between the Wars: The Garrisons of Ticonderoga 1759-1775 (Mars Education 

Center Great Room)  

Following its capture from the French in 1759, Fort Ticonderoga transitioned to a garrison, rather 

than being at the front lines of combat. Join Curator Matthew Keagle to trace the experiences of 

the 15 different regiments that held Ticonderoga for Britain.  
  

3:00 pm Key to the Continent Tour: A Captain’s Guard (Begins at Large American Flag) See 

10:15 am description.   

  

On-going 10:00am-- 4:00pm  

  



Hands on Cannon for Kids! (Ground Floor of Officer’s Barracks)  

What do the markings on a cannon mean? Explore the original collection of cannon around the 

fort and identify what the numbers and symbols tell us about those cannon!  

 

Soldiers’ Dinner (Ground Floor of the Officer’s Barracks)  

Every barracks room had a hearth. See how the massive stone fireplaces of an old stone fort 

were used to make meals of rations. What could a British soldier and his family expect as a meal? 

How was this part of the care of an army flung across the far corners of an empire?    

  

Shoemaking (Ground Floor Officer’s Barracks)  

Every soldier was issued two pairs of shoes and two pairs of leather shoe soles. Soldiers skilled 
in shoemaking were tasked at maintaining the footwear of their fellow soldiers. Learn how this 

seemingly simple task kept an army on their feet.  
  

Tailoring (Ground Floor Soldier’s Barracks)  

From blanket coats to signal flags, discover how tailors armed with needles, thread and wax 
turned textiles into useful items. Stitch-by-stitch, follow the steps to making garments and other 

equipment.  
  

Carpentry (Ground Floor Soldier’s Barracks)  

By 1775 the fort was in ruins. Carpenters worked away to repair buildings and furnishing in an 
effort to make Ticonderoga more habitable. Discover the tools and techniques used by carpenters 

to construct beds, benches, and tables.  
  

A Soldiers’ Daily Duty (Ground Floor Officer’s Barracks)  

Each soldier was personally responsible for taking care of his arms and accoutrements. Discuss 

with soldiers the daily maintenance of gear and the different materials used in cleaning such as 

oils, blackball, and pipe clay.  
  

Officer’s Quarters (Second Floor of the Officer’s Barracks)  

Step inside the quarters of Captains William Delaplace, Ticonderoga’s Commandant, and learn 

about the luxuries within. From beds to brandy, learn about officers’ duties and comforts. See how 

an officer and gentleman was also a businessman.  
  

Laundry (Parade Ground)  

How did soldiers of the British Army keep linens clean? Watch as women of the army use soap, 

starch, and water to wash soldiers’ clothes. From preventing infection to making a clean and 

professional appearance, learn how laundering clothes was an important part of army life.  

SPECIAL POP-UP EXHIBITION TODAY ONLY: From a cartridge box badge that witnessed the 

surprise of the garrison by Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen to a dog collar worn by the four 

legged friend of a British officer, these artifacts shed light on the lives of British soldiers posted to 

the far edge of empire. The objects on display will also include a pair of patten soles, from a type 

of women's protective footwear. These represent the only object definitively attributed to a woman 

in the archeological record and are a reminder of the many women that also survived with the 

garrison here at Ticonderoga.   

Exhibitions: Pieces of Eight: Curiosities from the Collection • Sarah Pell's Struggle for History 

and Human Rights • Artillery Court • Great Wars: Ticonderoga and World War I • Hands-on 

Artillery Laboratory.  


