
Twenty-Fourth Annual 

War College of the Seven Years’ War 

  

May 17-19, 2019 

Fort Ticonderoga presents the Twenty-Fourth Annual War College of the Seven 
Years’ War May 17-19, 2019, in the Mars Education Center. We invite you to 
join us at this premier seminar focused on the French & Indian War in North 
America and beyond, offering a unique, informal setting that promotes interaction 
and discussion between speakers and attendees throughout the weekend. Those 
interested in also attending the Sixteenth Annual Fort Ticonderoga Seminar on the 
American Revolution on September 20-22, 2019, can register as a subscriber 
before March 15th and save $30 on the combined registration fees. The War 
College sells out, so don’t delay—register today. New this year: register online! 
We look forward to seeing you at Fort Ticonderoga in May. 

Friday, May 17, 2019 

8:00-4:00 “Before Burgoyne: French & Indian War Sites in 

the Saratoga Area” Bus Tour—Fort Ticonderoga and 

America’s History, LLC partner to offer a one-day French & 
Indian War bus tour led by David Preston, an award-
winning author and tour leader. Dr. Preston recently 
completed a report for the Saratoga National Historical 
Park relating to 18th-century colonial sites outside the 
battlefield park. Some of the sites we will visit include Fort 
Hardy, Fort Clinton, Schaghticoke, Fort Miller, Schuyler’s 
Saratoga patent property, and Saratoga Falls. The cost is 
$125 per person. There are 2 ways to register: online at 

www.AmericasHistoryLLC.com or call 703-785-4373.  

Saturday, May 18, 2019 

9:00 Welcome. Beth L. Hill, President and CEO, Fort 

Ticonderoga. 

9:15-9:45 Enterprising Diplomacy: the Ohio Company, 

George Washington, and the Expedition to Fort Le Boeuf—

George Washington’s diplomatic trip to Fort Le Boeuf in 
1753-1754 is one of the most famous events of the Seven 
Years’ War. However, Washington did not travel alone or 
uninformed; he had intelligence, allies, infrastructure, and 
a guide provided by the Ohio Company of Virginia. This 
paper showcases how private enterprise shaped not only 
the nature of Washington's diplomatic mission, but the 
international conflict that followed. Emily Hager Kasecamp 

is a history instructor, public historian, and a doctoral 
candidate at Kent State University whose work focuses on 
Ohio Valley empire-building and the origins of the Seven 

Years’ War.  

6:30-7:30 Opening Reception—Join War College faculty 

and staff at an opening reception in the Mars Education 

Center with light refreshments and cash bar. 

7:30 Ticonderoga Collections Online—Fort Ticonderoga has 

amassed one of the largest and most diverse collections of 
military material culture in North America. Museum staff 
recently launched an online database to share these 
remarkable collections with the world. This talk will detail 
how educators, students, and scholars can use the 
collections in their research. Director of Collections Miranda 

Peters leads the Collections Department in their work to 

document, preserve, and make accessible Fort 
Ticonderoga’s collections.  

10:00-10:30 “Two Monies for Me”: Categories of Captivity 

during the Seven Years’ War—This presentation discusses the 

multiple captivities of Susannah Johnson, an English colonist 
who experienced captivity among the Abenaki and French 
during the Seven Years’ War. Susannah Johnson’s life was 
transformed by the violence, trauma, displacement, and 
exploitation that multiple categories of captivity 
entailed. Johnson’s story provides a window into a larger 
nexus of human trafficking where several captive trade 
networks in the northeastern borderlands facilitated her 
movement across multiple imperial borders. By telescoping 
between the micro and the macro, this study keeps the 
human cost of captivity in the forefront while examining 
how and why this early modern version of human 
trafficking flourished during the era of the Seven Years’ 
War. Joanne Jahnke Wegner is a Ph.D. candidate at the 

University of Minnesota. She teaches at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout and serves as the assistant editor for 

the Journal of Early Modern History. 

http://americashistoryllc.com/


Sunday, May 19, 2019 

9:00-9:30 “Defend that Place to the last extremity”: Archae-

ological Investigations of Col. George Washington’s Ashby’s 

Fort—Following the defeat of Gen. Edward Braddock’s 

army in July 1755, Virginia’s western frontier was in great 
peril and forts were built to hold its boundary. Recent ar-
chaeological excavations on one of these forts, Captain 
John Ashby’s in present Mineral County, West Virginia, 

10:45-11:15 Smashing the Clockwork Soldier: The 

Infantryman’s Experience of Battle in Europe and North 

America, 1740-1783—The idea that mid-18th-century 

European infantrymen were inadaptable and inflexible is 
one of the most persistent myths regarding this era. This 
paper explores the ways in which soldiers deviated from 
tactical drill manuals in order to enter combat in a rational 
and effective way. Alex Burns is a Ph.D. Candidate in 

European History at West Virginia University. His 
dissertation focuses on the local identities of European 

soldiers between 1740 and 1815.  

11:30-12:00 “Let us unanimously lay aside foreign 

Superfluities”: The Intersections of Textile Production and 

British Subjecthood in the 1760s—Rhode Island’s Newport 

Mercury published multiple articles from both Loyalist and 
Patriot identifying colonists advocating for home textile 
production in the 1760s. Both sides began with a belief 
that their identities as textile producing Britons allowed 
them to claim the rights and protections of British 
subjecthood and this paper explores the ways in which 
these arguments both evolved and diverged in the decade 
before the American Revolution. Abby Chandler is an 

Associate Professor of Early American History at the 
University of Massachusetts Lowell and is currently working 
on a book project examining political rebellions in North 

Carolina and Rhode Island in the 1760s. 

12:15-1:15 Lunch Break. (Box lunch from America’s Fort 

Café included) 

12:30-1:00 Book Signing at the Museum Store in the Log 

House. 

1:30-2:30 KEYNOTE: Saratoga and Britain’s Logistical 

Triumph in the French & Indian War—Logistics remains an 

unheralded aspect of historical study of the French & 
Indian War. Based upon new archival research for an NPS 
Historic Resource Study commissioned by the Saratoga 
National Historical Park,  this presentation unfolds 
Saratoga’s colonial background and its development as a 
logistical hub for British operations from 1755 to 1760. 
Saratoga (Fort Hardy) and other British posts in the Hudson
-Lake George corridor crucially anchored road networks, 
bateaux routes, warehouses, and barracks, all of which 
enabled British armies to project their power deep into the 
continent’s interior in unprecedented ways. David Preston is 

Professor of History at The Citadel and the author of the 
award winning books Braddock’s Defeat: The Battle of the 

Monongahela and the Road to Revolution (Oxford 
2015) and The Texture of Contact: European and Iroquois 
Settler Communities on the Frontiers of Iroquoia, 1667-

1783 (Nebraska, 2009). 

2:45-3:15 Leveling the Playing Field? Military Intelligence 

and the French Army in America during the Seven Years’ 

War—In the mid-18th century, military intelligence played 

an important role during the French army’s 1754-1763 
campaign in North America. Though intelligence was, 
indeed, a powerful tool at the disposal of an army 
suffering inferior numbers facing its enemy, knowledge of 
the opponent’s strategy was not enough to overcome 
inherent logistical, political, and demographic 
discrepancies between belligerents. Joseph Gagné is a 

published historian and doctoral researcher at Université 

Laval in Québec City. 

3:30-4:00 Barracks, Billets, and Camps: The Problem of 

Military Housing in 18th-Century Europe and North America—

The expansion of standing armies during the 17th and 18th 
centuries presented generals and statesmen a growing 
problem: how to best house their soldiers at home, on 
campaign, and through the winter. The close study of 
European military treatises and manuals reveals that 
concerns over forms of shelter, camp administration, and 
the strategic role of armies’ quarters comprised an 
important part of the art of war in the 18th century. During 
the Seven Years’ War, British, French, and Colonial 
commanders discovered that European practices were 
inadequate for housing armies operating in North 
America’s environment. Steven Elliott holds a Ph.D. in 

American History from Temple University. He teaches 

history at Rutgers University in Newark, New Jersey. 

4:00-5:00 Fort Ticonderoga Museum, King’s Garden, Mount 

Defiance, and Museum Store open. 

5:00 Dinner at America’s Fort Café (pre-registration only). 

7:00 “Master of that Eminence”: Engineering the Defeat of 

Abercromby’s Army in 1758—The Marquis de Montcalm’s 

famous victory in 1758 was more than just the fortunes of 
war. Discover new insights into the design of the French 
Lines, as French engineers envisioned these heights as the 
key to Carillon’s defense, even back to the inception of 
Fort Carillon itself. Nicholas Spadone is the Director of 

Interpretation at Fort Ticonderoga. 

have produced significant architectural features and arti-
facts that shed light on its design and occupation. Dr. W. 

Stephen McBride is a historical archaeologist, Manager of 

McBride Preservation Services, LLC, Lexington, Kentucky, 
and Director of Interpretation and Archaeology at Camp 

Nelson Civil War Heritage Park, Nicholasville, Kentucky. 

9:45-10:15 Fortified Landscapes in 18th-Century Scandina-

via—This presentation analyzes the fortified landscapes of 



BECOME A SUBSCRIBER AND ATTEND THE 

SEMINAR ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTON TOO! 
You can sign up now to attend the Sixteenth Annual Fort 
Ticonderoga Seminar on the American Revolution 
September 20-22, 2019, and save $30. This offer is 
only available prior to March 15th. 

Seminar Speakers 
Keynote: Jack Buchanan, Independent Historian, Nathanael 

Green and the Road to Charleston. 
Mark Anderson, Independent Historian, Our Kahnawake 

Friends: America’s Essential Indian Allies in the Canadian 
Campaign. 

Rebecca Brannon, James Madison University, Peacemaking 
as American Imperative: Reconciliation between Loyalists 
and Patriots after the American Revolution. 

Matthew Gayford, University of Waterloo, A Different 
Kind of Revolution: The Madras Coup and British India 
Policy during the American War of Independence. 

Phillip Hamilton, Christopher Newport University, Love, 
Loyalty, and Loyalism: Henry Knox and the American 
Revolution as a Transatlantic Struggle. 

Patrick Lacroix, Bishops University, Promises to Keep: French
-Canadian Soldiers of the Revolution, 1775-1783. 

Bryan Rindfleisch, Marquette University, The Intercultural 
and Transatlantic Intimacies of George Galphin, the 
Revolutionaries’ Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the 
South. 

John Ruddiman, Wake Forest University, German 
Auxiliaries’ Reactions to American Slavery and 
Relationships with Enslaved Americans.  

Margaret Sankey, USAF Air War College, Revolt in the 
Colonies: A View from the Whig Country House. 

Jessica Sheets, Penn State Harrisburg, The Politically 
Divided Tilghman Family. 

Alisa Wade, University of British Columbia, “To Live a 
Widow”: Personal Sacrifice and Self-Sufficiency in the 
American Revolution. 

Seminar on the American Revolution 

CARILLON BOAT CRUISE SUNDAY 

Enjoy a two-hour narrated tour of Lake Champlain aboard the Carillon. This two-
hour cruise will highlight sites around the Ticonderoga peninsula and beyond 
related to the French & Indian War, with an emphasis on naval aspects of the fight 
for Ticonderoga from 1756-1759. Explore this naval history from French sloops 
and Rangers’ whaleboats to General Jeffery Amherst’s shipyard and fleet. This 
cruise is available at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, May 20th. Cost is $25 for War College 
attendees; $35 for other guests. Pre-registration is required; space is limited to 35 
people. Complete the appropriate section on the registration form. 

Scandinavia by means of selected examples. Post medie-
val fortifications were not only strong military sites; they 
were also complex facilities with agglomerated inhabitants 
from different social and professional groups, which creat-
ed a socio-economic entity, separated by the surrounding 
landscape through a social and cultural borderland, highly 
constricted and regulated by the sovereign. Per-Ole Pohl is 

a historical archaeologist and currently Ph.D. Fellow at the 
Graduate School of Human Development in Landscapes at 

Kiel University.  

10:30-11:00 “The Glorious Day is Coming On”: The Seven 

Years’ War as an Apocalyptic Struggle—The Seven Years’ 

War was understood by nearly all Protestant clergymen 
and laypeople as a religious war. More than that, they 
believed that they were witnessing the penultimate events 
before Jesus Christ’s second coming. The millenarian New 
Light rhetoric of the First Great Awakening thus trans-
formed the conflict into an expression of providentialism 
emphasizing Protestant American exceptionalism. John 

Howard Smith is Professor of History at Texas A&M Univer-

sity-Commerce, and the author of The First Great Awaken-
ing: Redefining Religion in British America, 1725-1775 

(Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2015) and The Perfect 
Rule of the Christian Religion: A History of Sandemanianism 
in the Eighteenth Century (SUNY Press, 2008).  He is cur-
rently at work on his third book, The Promised Day: The 

Roots of American Millennialism and Apocalypticism. 

11:15-11:45 The Proclamation of 1763 and the Idea of a 

Beautiful America—British policy in the Americas made two 

dramatic turns in 1763: Britain formally ceded many of its 
Seven Years’ War prizes to France and Spain in return for 
Canada and Florida; and the Proclamation of 1763 halted 
settlement and land sales west of the Appalachian Moun-
tains. These two policies are best understood not as apart 
of the give-and-take of peace negotiations and imperial 
administration, but rather as emblems of an emerging Brit-
ish aesthetic of empire in the middle decades of the 
1700s. Robert Paulett is an associate professor of history at 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the author of 
An Empire in Small Places: Mapping the Southeastern Anglo-

Indian Trade, 1732-1795. 

12:00-1:00 Lunch Break. (Box lunch from America’s Fort 

Café included). 



HOW TO REGISTER 

Fill out the registration form on the reverse and mail with 
your credit card information or check made payable to 
Fort Ticonderoga to:  

War College Registration 
Fort Ticonderoga 
PO Box 390 
Ticonderoga, NY  12883. 

Registrations with payment will be accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis. Registration will not exceed 
150 participants. Early Bird Registrations must be 

received by March 15th, not postmarked by that date. 

New This Year! Register online at this link: 

www.fortticonderoga.org/education/workshop-

seminars/war-college 

CANCELLATION POLICY 

All cancellations must be received by May 1st, 2019. 

Registration fees will be refunded, less a $25 processing 
charge. Refunds will be processed after the War 
College. There is a $10 processing charge to transfer 

registrations to another person. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Best Western Plus Ticonderoga Inn & Suites (518-585-
2378) offers a discount rate of $128.99 night for War 
College attendees booking in advance. In order to 
receive your discount, be sure to mention you are 
attending the War College at Fort Ticonderoga when 
making your reservation. There are additional events 
happening in the area War College weekend, so book 

early! 

Become a Member of Fort Ticonderoga 

For those who wish to support the War College teacher 

scholarships as patrons, three levels are available. 

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel ($250) 

Includes the registration fee; recognition in the War 
College program; and an invitation to a private dinner 
off-site with members of the War College faculty and 

Teacher Scholarship winners Saturday evening. 

Honorary Colonel ($500) 

In addition to all of the above, patrons at this level 

receive a gift certificate for $50 from the Fort 

Ticonderoga Museum Store. 

Honorary Brigadier General ($750) 

In addition to all of the above, the first two patrons at 
this level receive accommodations for Friday & 
Saturday night at Best Western Plus Ticonderoga Inn 

and Suites or at Sugar Hill Manor Bed & Breakfast. 

War College Patrons 

When registering, it’s easy to become a member or 
renew your current membership. Members receive: 
unlimited admission to Fort Ticonderoga, 10% discount in 
the Museum Store, a subscription to The Haversack, 
discounts for seminars and conferences, and invitations to 
special events.  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

Corporal (individual)  .......................................... $50 
Sergeant (dual)  .................................................... $75 
Ensign (family)  ................................................... $100 
Lieutenant  ........................................................... $150 
Captain  ............................................................... $250 
Major  .................................................................. $500 
Colonel  ............................................................. $1,000 

Registration and Travel Information 

WAR COLLEGE LIMITED-EDITION T-SHIRT 
Pre-Order Only! 
Don’t miss your chance to purchase this year’s limited-edition War College t-shirt. Pre-orders through March 15, 2019. 
Place your order by completing the appropriate section on the registration form. 

LUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
Box lunches from America’s Fort Café are included in 
the registration fee both days. A vegetarian option is 

available. 

POT ROAST DINNER SATURDAY EVENING 
Pot roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable, roll, 
and dessert at America’s Fort Café. A vegetarian 
alternative is available. $20 per person. By pre-
registration only. 

Meals and Reception 



2019 WAR COLLEGE REGISTRATION FORM 

Registration Fees (includes lunch both days) 

Early Bird Registration (by March 15, 2019) 
 Member, $120 

 General Public, $140 

Subscriber Registration (by March 15, 2019) 
 Subscriber (both War College and Seminar on the 

American Revolution), Member, $210 

 Subscriber (both War College and Seminar on the 

American Revolution), General Public, $250 

Regular Registration (after March 15, 2019) 
 Member, $145 

 General Public, $165 

War College Patron Registration 
 Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, $250 

 Honorary Colonel, $500 

 Honorary Brigadier General, $750 

Reception & Dinner 
 Friday Evening Reception (included but must pre-register) 

 Pot Roast Dinner Saturday Evening, $20 

 FOR SUBSCRIBERS: Dinner for Seminar in Sept., $20 

Carillon Boat Cruise  
 Sunday afternoon cruise (limited to 35 people), $25 

 Additional ticket for someone not attending the War 

College, $35 

For Our Information 
 Please contact me about vegetarian options for meals 

(remember, lunches Saturday and Sunday are included in 

the registration fee). 

Membership 
 I am a member of Fort Ticonderoga 

 I would like to become a member at the level designated 
below: 

 Corporal (individual) $50  Lieutenant $150 

 Sergeant (dual) $75  Captain, $250 

 Ensign (family) $100  Major, $500 

    Colonel, $1,000 

Limited-Edition War College T-Shirt 
Cost per t-shirt is $25. Please indicate quantity and sizes  

(S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL). 

Quantity ______      Size(s) ____________________ 

Registration Information 
Please use one form per person. Make photocopies or 
print out additional forms from the Fort Ticonderoga 

website for additional registrants. 

Name 

Address 

 

Phone 

Email address 

 Yes, please confirm my registration by email. 

My name as I would like it to appear on my name tag: 

 

 Yes, you may include my contact information on 

a handout for attendees at the War College. 

TOTALS               

Registration Fees $   __________ 

Dinner Fees $   __________ 

War College T-Shirt(s) $   __________ 

Carillon Cruise $   __________ 

Membership $   __________ 

TOTAL $   __________ 

  Check enclosed  Visa  AMEX 

  MasterCard  Discover 
 
 
   Credit Card #   Exp. Date 

Verification number: 

The last three digits on the back of your card in the signature box or 
AMEX on the front of your card. 

For office use:      EXC_____      CFM_____     MEM_____      web 121318 

Reserved for office use. 
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Fort Ticonderoga 
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P.O. Box 390  

Ticonderoga, NY  12883-0390 
(518) 585-2821 

Your invitation to the Twenty-Fourth 
Annual War College of the Seven 
Years’ War at Fort Ticonderoga  

May 17-19, 2019. 


